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Ullock. Opposite stands a long narrow box containing bows, and hung about with quivers, belts, and other archery equipments. The chimney-piece is littered with disabled arrows. It is now half-past 3 P.M., I have a slight headache, due (I really believe) to a sour orange. The lake was yesterday frozen over with ice as smooth and transparent as glass. I had no skates, and to-clay it is going cither to thaw or to snow. I intended to buy a pair of skates last midsummer, but forgot. I have a great mind to go and buy a pair now. 1 leave you to gather the condition of my mind from the condition of my room. I am in truth doing very little. These family establishments are not favourable for work. I do not know how it is ; the day seems as long, and one seems to have it all to oneself, but there are no hours in it. What becomes of half of them 1 cannot guess. Time leaks in a gentleman's house.
My father has had a bad cold this winter, which hung about him longer than usual, and made him both look and fed ill. But he has thrown it quite off and seems now to be as well [as] usual, which is very well. His sight grows worse as of course it must do ; but as fast as it leaves him he learns to make less do, so that he does not appear to be much distressed by the {gradual privation. His old bitch is dead, and his oh! mare retires upon a pension, a paddock, a horse-pond, and a house, all to herself, xvith a daily feed of corn. lie is now very well mounted on a fast walking pony, borrowed from a neighbour, and has a boy to walk with him and two puppies. He looks after his fanning affairs as usual, and does not at all believe that land can be ruined by plenty. In truth we hear little in these latitudes of the agricultural distress of which we see .so much in the newspapers.
I have not heard from ICllis since he left England, and I do not know exactly where he is. lie talked of staying some time at Avignon, But I am so doubtful whether a letter would find him there that I do not care to write upon the chance. Our publishers seem to be quite easy in mind, and made no enquiries as to the rate of progress. If Ellis can be ready within two years, I shall have to stir myself in order to be ready with my contribution. But I expect a good years respite. I have finished the Henry VIL, however, which is my principal labour ; and I like very well what I have done.